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With a twist: 
Liquor shops 


seek regulation 
Scott Maxwell, B1 


Electrifying 
drama: ‘Black 
Lightning’ 


Hal Boedeker, FI 


Find fine diner 
fare at Barb’s 


Country Eatz 
Lauren Delgado, F4 


SPORTS 
Divisional 
playoff 
weekend 


The Jaguars face the Steelers 
in AFC action today; Eagles 
hold off Atlanta 15-10 to reach 
the NFC title game. C1, C3 
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Read The 
Envelope = 


As a special benefit to 
print and online sub- 
scribers, today’s eNews- 
paper online edition of 
the Orlando Sentinel 
includes The Envelope, a 
special section on the 
Hollywood awards sea- 
son. This week’s cover 
story is a look at “The 
Florida Project,’ the film 
about living in the shad- 
ow of Walt Disney World. 
If you are a subscriber, 
you can read the section 
free at OrlandoSen- 
tinel.com/newspaper. 
If you need to activate 
your online access or 
want to subscribe, go to 
OrlandoSentinel.com/ 
membership. 


Weather 


8 A.M.: 42° 
2 P.M.: 62° 
5 BM.: 62° 
CHANCE OF RAIN: 0% 


WEATHER REPORT, C10 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ A DISNEY CONTRAC- 
TOR faces five lawsuits 
brought by subcontrac- 
tors who claim they 
weren't paid for work. B1 


@ ORLANDO KIDS get a 
gander at the latest local 
tech at Otronicon. B1 


NATION & WORLD 

@ PRESIDENT TRUMP’S 
remarks have obscured a 
major policy shift on legal 
immigration: tighter 
restrictions. A3 


© A MISTAKEN MISSILE 
alert drove Hawaiians 
into full-blown panic 
Saturday. A3 


SPORTS 

@ THE LIONs protest 
Cyle Larin’s apparent link 
to a Turkish team. C1 


@ KEITH JACKSON, the 
legendary sportscaster, 
has died at 89. C4 


Child advocates seek new council 


By KATE SANTICH 
Staff Writer 


Advocates for Orange County 
children are pushing for an in- 
dependent council that could 
collect property taxes to fund 
youth programs — from early- 
learning for toddlers to support 
for youth who are mentally ill, 


It would raise tax money to help Orange’s kids 


homeless, neglected or abused. 
Despite discussions on the 
idea for at least a decade, Orange 
is the largest county in the state 
not to have such an agency, 
known as a children’s services 
council or children’s trust, at a 


time when its population of chil- 
dren and teens is expected to 
increase dramatically — by 
nearly 50 percent by 2030. 
“There’s a huge unmet need,” 
said Dick Batchelor, a former 
state legislator and a longtime 


champion of improving oppor- 
tunities available for children. 
“You just can’t rely on the fed- 
eral government or the state 
government to adequately fund 


Please turn to MONEY, A10 


By LESLIE POSTAL | Staff Writer 


When Sarah Dodson got a call that her niece 
was in the emergency room, she panicked, re- 
membering the many other hospital visits with 


her own sick child. 


As she drove to Arnold Palmer Hospital for 
Children, Dodson called one of her sisters, anx- 
ious for an update on the baby’s condition. 


ing irregularly — was doing better and was in 
good hands, with a nurse they knew was top 


notch. 


“Don’t worry, Sarah,” her sister said. The 


18-month-old — brought in shaking and breath- 


RED HUBER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Mackenzie Chase, right, received a nursing scholarship started by Sarah Dodson, left, and her family. 


UCF scholarship gives mom, 
nurse ‘full circle’ connection 


The nurse was Mackenzie Chase, a 2016 Uni- 
versity of Central Florida graduate. As a nursing 
student, Chase was a recipient of a UCF schol- 
arship given by Dodson’s family in memory of 
Dodson’s daughter, Marlie, who died of brain 
cancer when she was 8 years old. 
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Area largely 
silent on gay 
conversion 

therapy ban 


25 sign online petition 
to mayors Dyer, Jacobs 


By JEFF WEINER 
Staff Writer 


Several South Florida govern- 
ments have banned gay conversion 
therapy in recent months, but Cen- 
tral Florida leaders have yet to fol- 
low suit, despite the region’s gay- 
friendly reputation. 

Broward County on Tuesday 
banned the controversial practice, 
which uses counseling to try to 
make gay kids straight. It joined 
more than 15 other governments in 
the state, including Tampa, Miami, 
Miami Beach, Palm Beach County, 
West Palm Beach, Boynton Beach 
and Key West. 

In Central Florida, the issue has 
found little traction, as city and 
county officials say residents 
haven't been clamoring for them to 
act. An online petition that began 
in June so far has attracted only 25 
signatures. 

“This is not really an issue our 
residents and community leaders 
in Orlando have brought to our 
attention at this time” said Jessica 
Garcia, an Orlando spokeswoman. 
Without having researched other 
cities’ bans, “we are unable to take 
any type of position on the matter,” 
she added. 

In a statement, Orange County 
Mayor Teresa Jacobs said, “This is 
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Scenic trail will move away from roads in area 


through unpaved nature will come to fruition. 
Local, state and federal officials, along with the 
Florida Trail Association, will dedicate a rerout- 
ing that zigzags among prized parklands. 

“There are three major gaps in the trail, and 
this has been one of them,” said Shawn Thomas, a 
US. Forest Service manager for the Florida Na- 
tional Scenic Trail. “I would call this the most 
critical, time-sensitive gap because of all the de- 
velopment that is forecasted.” 

“We are here at the right time, just at the right 
time” Thomas said. “I think if we had waited 


By KEVIN SPEAR | Staff Writer 


Central Florida’s most celebrated hiking trail 
finally is about to get off road shoulders and into 
the woods, but also into the fray over a proposed 


road crossing at Split Oak Forest. 


The Florida National Scenic Trail winds more 
than 1,000 miles from the Everglades to the west- 
ern Panhandle, taking in forest, wetlands and the 
beach. In south Orange and north Osceola coun- 
ties, however, the route hugs 30 miles of roadway, 
aspan described as the most significant gap in the 


non-motorized path. 


On Thursday, a years-long quest for a trek 


Please turn to TRAIL, A4 


Valerie Anderson, a land-use analyst, is fighting 
the proposed road crossing at Split Oak Forest. 


Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Florida: 


BUILDING GREAT FUTURES 


Each year, Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Florida provides a safe place to learn and grow 


for more than 13,000 at-risk children in our region. 


Every day after school, and all summer long, children come to our Clubs to receive the 
academic and emotional support, extracurricular opportunities, and life skills they need 
to become productive and successful adults. 


BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS 
OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 


For more information on how you can make a difference, 
visit bgccf.org or find us on Facebook: @bgccf 
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